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About the Composer
Bradley Ellingboe has been on the faculty of the University of
New Mexico since 1985, where he is Professor of Music and
Regents Lecturer. He has served as Chairman of the
Department of Music. In the fall of 2005 Ellingboe assumed
the title of Director of Choral Activities. He is also Director of
Music at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Albuquerque. Ellingboe
is a graduate of Saint Olaf College and the Eastman School of
Music and has done further study at the Aspen Music
Festival, the Bach Aria Festival, the University of Oslo and the
Vatican.

As a bass-baritone soloist, Ellingboe has sung across the United States and in
Japan, Korea, Norway, England and Mexico. He has appeared under such distin-
guished conductors as Robert Shaw, Helmuth Rilling and Sir David Willcocks.

Ellingboe is well known as a composer of choral music, with over 80 pieces in
print. His choral music is widely sung and is published by Oxford, Augsburg, Hal
Leonard, Mark Foster, Choristers Guild, Concordia, and particularly the Kjos Music
Company, for whom he edits two series of choral octavos. His largest work, the
Requiem for choir and orchestra, was premiered in 2002. Since its premiere it has been
performed nearly 100 times across the United States. Ellingboe has won annual
awards for his choral compositions from the American Society of Composers,
Arrangers and Publishers since 2000.

About the Music
This little suite was commissioned as a surprise to honor Diana Leland upon her
retirement.  Diana enjoyed a distinguished career as an educator, leading choirs in the
Edina, Minnesota, Public Schools for more than three decades.  Diana Leland was so
highly respected as to be elected National President of the American Choral Directors
Association.

It was difficult to find just one poem that would capture Diana’s warmth and humor
as well as her importance to thousands of students through the years.  So I proposed
that some of her former students choose from among Brian Andreas’s many wise and
whimsical poems and sayings, and five were chosen to try to capture something of
Diana’s spirit.  

That is the genesis of this suite.  I am happy to report that all was kept secret and she
was surprised at the premiere!

– Bradley Ellingboe
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